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BOOK   II
THE  REIGN  OF THE  MIDDLE  GLASSES,
1832-1867
CHAPTER V
THE RULE OF THE WHIGS     PARLIAMENTARY REFORM AND AFTER
(1830-183.3)
Lord HPHE supreme issue between parties at this moment was that of
parliamentary reform. It was, therefore, appropriate that
on the resignation of Wellington and Peel the formation of the new
Ministry should be entrusted to Earl Grey. Born m 1764, the scion
of an ancient Northumbrian house, and the eldest son of a distin-
guished soldier, he entered the House of Commons as Member for
his native county in 1786. In 1792 he became the most influential
spokesman of the Society oj Friends oj the People, and thence onwards
for forty years was the foremost advocate of parliamentary reform.
In 1792, 1793, and 1797 he had brought forward motions in the
House of Commons, only to encounter a solid phalanx of opposition
inspired to reaction by the dread example of France But despite his
long political career Lord Grey had little administrative experience.
Less than two years at the Admiralty and the Foreign Office (1806-
1807) represented the sum of his official life. Nevertheless, he was
obviously marked out as the chief of a u Reform " Ministry, and the
King's choice merely ratified general expectation. With four ex-
ceptions his colleagues in the Cabinet were all Peers, and the excep-
tions were not far removed from that order. Edward Geoffrey
Stanley (eldest son of Lord Stanley, who was heir to the Earldom of
Derby) became Chief Secretary for Ireland ; Lord Aithorp was
Chancellor of the Exchequer; Mr. Charles Grant (afterwards Lord
Glenelg) was President of the Board of Control, and Sir James
Graham, a great territorial magnate, was First Lord of the Admiralty,
The Secretaryships of State were all entrusted to Cannmgites : Lord
Palmerston (Foreign), Lord Goderich (War and Colonies), and Lord
Melbourne (Home) Huskisson also would doubtless have been
included m the new Ministry but for his death by accident at the
opening of the Manchester and Liverpool Railway (Sept 15th. 1830).
His absence seriously weakened Grey's Government in the depart-
ment of Finance. With the possible exception of the Foreign
Secretary, the most masterful personality m the Cabinet was Henry